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GOC NHIN TOAN CANH: XAY DUNG TRO' LAl TOT HON
HAY BUO'C NGOAT LICH SU?
CAC NGANH CONG NGHIEP VAN HOA SANG TAO
VA PHAT TRIEN BEN V(NG TRONG THAP KY TOI

Justin O’Connor’

Tém tat: Bai viét nay duwoc viét nhan djp H6i nghj UNESCO Mondiacult 2022 duroc t6 chic tai Mexico,
va Hoi thdo vé Panh gia 5 nam thuc hién chién lwoc phat trién cac nganh céng nghiép vén héa 2016-2021
tai Viét Nam do Vién V&n hoa Nghé thuat quéc gia Viét Nam (VICAS) té chic. Bai viét duwa ra céi nhin
toan canh vé vén hoéa va chuong trinh phat trién trong bén thap ky vira qua. Bt dau véi sw kién
Mondiacult ndm 1982 véi dinh nghia mé réng maéi vé van héa - ‘khéng chi la nghé thuét va chir nghia’ —
ma bao gém ‘foan bé céach séng’. Pinh nghia méi nay thé hién né luc lam cho sw phat trién cé tinh nhan
vén hon, xéc dinh van héa cé y nghia nhiéu hon, khéng chi 1a sy tdng truéng kinh té, duoc dinh luong hoa
va huéng t6i loi nhudn, ma con la sw téng hoa cua siic khde, hanh phic va thinh virong (well-being), &
tinh béng hiu. Tac gid duwa ra quan diém rang céach tiép can maéi da cung cé cho Céng wéc ndm 2005 cia
UNESCO, nhung & thé phong thd nhiéu hon, sau mét thap ky ma thwong mai toan cadu khéng duwoc kiém
S04t ‘thi trromg tw do’ va céc qudc gia nhé da tré thanh chuong trinh phét trién maéi.

O phén tiép theo, tac gia |&p ludn rang tir ndm 2010, UNESCO - va cling véi d6 la UNCTAD va céc co
quan/chinh phd - ngay cang ap dung réng rai va chap thudn chuong trinh nghi sw vé kinh té sang tao. Pay
khéng ch/ I3 tac déng vé kinh té ma van héa dem lai ma con nhdn manh sw héi nhép cia van héa véi phét
trién kinh té bang viéc tré thanh ‘sang tao’. Trong khi thtra nhan cac loi ich 16n lao nay, tac giad tranh luan
rang diéu nay lam suy yéu tinh than va ngi nghia cta tuyén bd Mexico. TAc gid goi ¥ rang qua mét thap
ki, ttr ném 2010, chuong trinh nghi sw vé nén kinh té sang tao d4 mang lai nhiéu loi ich - nhw cac chd thé
chinh sdch mai, khéng gian sang tao méi, khat vong va hoai bdo mdéi, nghé si; cong ty méi, v.v,... nhung
t4t ca dang bi déng khung béi thir goi la nén kinh té sang tao’. Diéu nay da dat t6i giéi han cda né.

Thé gidi dang ching kién s gia téng cuia cac van dé toan cdu méi, 1a nhiing vén dé Lién hop qudc quan
tam nhuw bién di khi hau, bét n dia chinh trj, sw can kiét tai nguyén, bét binh dang - thé nhung vén héa lai
khong thanh céng trong viéc két néi véi churong trinh nghj st méi nay. Viét Nam cé thé dat duoc loi ich bang
cach xem xét lai churong trinh nghji sw nay. Viét Nam c6 vai trd |én cda nha nuwéc va cam két manh mé vé
hanh phtc va chét luong séng va dang & mét vj thé tét dé theo dudi churong trinh nghi sw nay.

Chinh sach van héa cén phai thira nhén hé sinh thai phic tap va phuong dién kinh té cda vén héa,
nhung khéng nén coi van hoé chi dé phuc vu cac muc dich kinh té. Chinh séch van héa cudi cing la dé
hwéng t6i sw phét trién, diéu thuong duoc quan niém la “sw nhin nhan day du tiém néng cda [con ngudi],
& c& phurong dién ca nhan |an tap thé, va sw gin gid thién nhién" (Mexico 82).

Tl khéa: ViEn héa, chinh sach van héa, nganh céng nghiép vdn héa sang tao, phat trién bén ving,
kinh té sang tao.

Justin O’Connor: The big picture: Building back better or epochal turning point?
cultural creative industries and sustainable development in the next decade

This paper takes the occasion of UNESCO Mondiacult 2022, held in Mexico and the VICAS conference
on a decade of cultural industries strategy in Viet Nam, to take a ‘big picture’ view of culture and
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development agenda over the last four decades. The paper begins with Mondiacult 82 and its new
expansive definition of culture - ‘beyond arts and letters’ - to include a ‘whole way of life’. This new
definition represented an attempt to ‘humanise’ development, defining it as more than quantitative, profit-
oriented economic growth, as well-being. | show how this. New approach underpinned the UNESCO 2005
Convention, but this was already more defensive, after a decade in which unfettered global trade, ‘free
markets’ and small states became the new development agenda.

In the following section | argue that from 2010 on UNESCO - following UNCTAD and other agencies/
governments - increasingly adopted a creative economy agenda. This was more than the economic impact
of culture but emphasised the integration of culture into economic development via its reduction to
‘creativity’. Whilst acknowledging these wider benefits, the paper argues that this undermined the spirit and
often the letter or the Mexico declaration. | suggest that, over the decade since 2010, the creative
economy agenda has delivered many benefits - new policy actors, new creative spaces, new aspirations
and ambitions, new grassroots artists and companies and so on - but that, as framed by ‘creative
economy’ this has reached its limits.

New global problems have emerged, which are now recognised by the United Nations - climate
change, geopolitical instability, resource depletion, inequality - but culture, holding fast to the creative
economy discourse, has failed to connect to this new agenda. Viet Nam stands to gain by rethinking this
agenda. Viet Nam has a strong state capacity and is committed to collective well-being and stands in a
good position to pursue this agenda.

Cultural policy needs to acknowledge the complex ecosystem and economy of culture, but should not
put it to serve economic ends. Ultimately cultural policy aims at the development conceived as “the full
realization of [human] potential, both.
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